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The Code of the Woosters, 

chapt.3

‘Have you not sometimes felt in the past, Bertie, that, if
Augustus had a fault, it was a tendency to be a little timid?’ 
I saw what she meant. ‘Oh, ah, yes, of course, definitely.’ I 
remembered something Jeeves had once called Gussie. ‘A 
sensitive plant, what?’
‘Exactly. You know your Shelley, Bertie.’
‘Oh, am I?’
‘That is what I have always thought him — a sensitive plant, 
hardly fit for the rough and tumble of life.’ 



Percy Bysshe Shelley

The Sensitive Plant 

(1820)



Galahad at Blandings, chapt.1+6

…Tipton Plimsoll, the tall thin one, was the first 
to recover, if only gradually, from the effect of 
the potations which had led to his sojourn in 
the coop. The other, Wilfred Allsop, pint-size 
and fragile and rather like the poet Shelley in 
appearance, was still asleep.

….
Wilfred Allsop was sitting up, his face pale, his eyes glassy, his hair 
disordered. He looked like the poet Shelley after a big night out 
with Lord Byron.
…
For an instant Wilfred Allsop’s face lit up, as that of the poet 
Shelley whom he so closely resembled must have done when he 
suddenly realised that ‘blithe spirit’ rhymes with ‘near it’, not that 
it does, and another ode was as good as off the assembly line.
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Robert McCrum & OED

School slang: oil; archbish; barge; biff; corking

Dulwich (‘Valley Fields’): chassis (body); giving 
someone the elbow (reject); soup strainer 
(moustache); fungus (beard); old horse (friend)

Bank: restore the tissues (take alcoholic 
refreshment); off his onion (unbalanced); pip pip
(goodbye)

Drones: cove; blighter; snifter; oojah-cum-spiff, 
tinkerty-tonk

Drunk: awash; boiled; fried; lathered; illuminated; 
oiled; ossified; pie-eyed; polluted; primed; 
scrooched; stinko; squiffy; tanked; woozled. 



GB 1909

GB 1908

GB 1907

GB 1914



Het meisje in de taxi, 

juni 1927



Krantenfeuilleton Het meisje in de taxi,

in dagblad Het Vaderland 1926



Sam en zijn schat, 

juli 1927



Krantenfeuilleton Sam en zijn schat,

in dagblad Algemeen Handelsblad 1926



Uitgeverij Bruna publiceert in juli, sep-nov 1928 

achtereenvolgens:

Een vroolijke romance, Amor in het kippenhok, Psmith, 

aspirant bankier, Psmith journalist, Psmith knapt het 

op!



In de soep, 1933 (Hot water), oorspr. in:

Algemeen Handelsblad 1933 

Ukridge, 1934 (Ukridge), oorspr. in: 

maandblad Nova 1932-1933

Knap jij ’t maar op, Jeeves, 1935 (Carry On Jeeves) , 

oorspr. in: De Maasbode 1931



An afternoon dip, sep.1904, vertaald als:

Een schoolavontuur, okt.1904
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1903
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The Inimitable Jeeves, 1923
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2015 The Globe Reclamation Project



Het team van The Globe Reclamation Project



2015 The Globe Reclamation Project



voorbeeld



2015 The Globe Reclamation Project







2014, Tony Ring, 

Wodehouse poëzie



Pigs have wings (1952)

(From the Bridgnorth, Shifnal and Albrighton Argus, with which is incorporated the

Wheat Growers' Intelligencer and Stock Breeders' Gazetteer).

It isn't often, goodness knows, that we are urged to quit the prose with which we earn

our daily bread and take to poetry instead. But great events come now and then which

call for the poetic pen. So you will pardon us, we know, if, dealing with the Shropshire

Show, we lisp in numbers to explain that Emp. of Blandings won again.

This year her chance at first appeared a slender one, for it was feared that she, alas, 

had had her day. On every side you heard folks say ' She's won it twice. She can't

repeat. 'Twould be a super-porcine feat.' 'Twas freely whispered up and down that Fate

would place the laurel crown this time on the capacious bean of Matchingham's up-

and-coming Queen. For though the Emp. is fat, the latter, they felt, would prove 

distinctly fatter.' Her too, too solid flesh,' they said,' 'll be sure to cop that silver medal.’

Such was the story which one heard, but nothing of the sort occurred, and, as in both

the previous years, a hurricane of rousing cheers from the nobility and gentry

acclaimed the Blandings Castle entry as all the judges - Colonel Brice, Sir Henry Boole

and Major Price (three minds with but a single thought whose verdict none can set at 

naught) -announced the Fat Pigs champ to be Lord Emsworth's portly nominee.



Pigs have wings (1952)

With reference to her success, she gave a statement to the Press. 'Although,' she said, 

'one hates to brag, I knew the thing was in the bag. Though I admit the Queen is stout, 

the issue never was in doubt. Clean living did the trick,' said she. 'To that I owe my

victory.'

Ah, what a lesson does it teach to all of us, that splendid speech!

~~~~~~

(From the Bridgnorth, Shifnal and Albrighton Argus, with which is incorporated the

Wheat Growers' Intelligencer and Stock Breeders' Gazetteer).

It isn't often, goodness knows, 

that we are urged to quit the prose

with which we earn our daily bread

and take to poetry instead. 

But great events come now and then

which call for the poetic pen. 



Pigs have wings (1952)

So you will pardon us, we know, 

if, dealing with the Shropshire Show, 

we lisp in numbers to explain

that Emp. of Blandings won again.

This year her chance at first appeared

a slender one, for it was feared

that she, alas, had had her day. 

On every side you heard folks say 

' She's won it twice. She can't repeat. 

'Twould be a super-porcine feat.’ 

'Twas freely whispered up and down 

that Fate would place the laurel crown

this time on the capacious bean

of Matchingham's up-and-coming Queen. 



Pigs have wings (1952)

For though the Emp. is fat, the latter, 

they felt, would prove distinctly fatter.’ 

Her too, too solid flesh,' they said,’ 

'll be sure to cop that silver medal.’

Such was the story which one heard, 

but nothing of the sort occurred, 

and, as in both the previous years, 

a hurricane of rousing cheers 

from the nobility and gentry

acclaimed the Blandings Castle entry 

as all the judges - Colonel Brice, 

Sir Henry Boole and Major Price 

(three minds with but a single thought

whose verdict none can set at naught) 



Pigs have wings (1952)

-announced the Fat Pigs champ to be

Lord Emsworth's portly nominee.

With reference to her success, 

she gave a statement to the Press. 

'Although,' she said, 'one hates to brag, 

I knew the thing was in the bag. Though I admit the Queen is stout, the issue never was 

in doubt. Clean living did the trick,' said she. 'To that I owe my victory.'

Ah, what a lesson does it teach to all of us, that splendid speech!



Gevleugelde varkens (1959), Pigs have wings



De hemel weet dat het niet dikwijls gebeurt, dat wij ons gedrongen 
voelen om het proza, waarmee wij ons dagelijks brood verdienen, in 
de steek te laten en ons toe te leggen op de poëzie. Maar nu en dan 
doen zich grootse gebeurtenissen voor, die alleen door de dichterlijke 
pen beschreven kunnen worden. Men zal het ons dus niet ten kwade 
duiden dat wij in versvoeten en rijmen gaan prevelen, om te melden 
dat het weer eens de Keizerin van Blandings is, die het gewonnen 
heeft op de Shropshirese tentoonstelling.

Men had eerst gedacht dat haar kansen dit jaar maar laag stonden, 
men vreesde dat haar beste tijd, helaas, voorbij was. Overal kwam 
men mensen tegen die zeiden:

‘Twee maal al won zij na elkaar. Drie maal kan niet bestaan.
Dit zou normale varkenskrachten ver te boven gaan.
Men hoort de mensen overal zeggen
dat ‘t lot dit keer de lauwerkroon zal leggen



op ‘t zwaar en machtig, edel hoofd
van de Koningin van Matchingham, de nieuwe ster die veel belooft.
Ja, ongetwijfeld is de Keizerin geweldig dik,
maar stukken dikker is de Koningin, zeg ik.
Haar stevig, al te stevig vleesgewaad, mijn vriend,
staat borg dat zij dit jaar de zilveren plaat verdient.’

Dat hoorde men overal zeggen, maar het verliep allemaal heel 
anders, en evenals de twee voorgaande jaren, barstte het donderend 
applaus van de adellijke en hooggeplaatste personaliteiten los voor 
de kandidaat van Blandings Castle, 
toen al de juryleden - Kolonel Brice,
sir Henry Boole en majoor Price,
(drie knappe geesten, eensgezind in oordeel en besluit,
geen mens brengt daar ooit geldige bezwaren tegen uit)
- de goedgevleesde favoriet van lord Elmsworth tot kampioen der 
vette varkens uitriepen



Om deze nieuwste roem nog stralend van genoegen,
Ontving ze dan de pers en sprak in dezer voegen:
‘Al wil ik op mezelf niet pochen,’ zei ze, ‘kijk,
ik wist op voorhand dat de zege was aan mij.
De Koningin is dik, heel dik, u hebt gelijk,
maar ik was zeker van mijn zaak, geloof mij vrij.
Een eerlijk, deftig en gematigd varkensleven
moest zonder twijfel mij de overwinning geven.’

O, mensen, welk een les ligt voor ons allemaal,
geborgen in die wijze varkenstaal!

Na te lezen in: Nothing Serious okt.2015
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21-11-2009



21-11-2009



21-11-2009



1904





Leonora (l), PGW en 

Ethel (r) bij Waterloo 

Station, op weg naar 

America, 1930.













2001

1 Oh, Gee! Oh, Joy!

2 Tell Me All Your Troubles, Cutie

3 Your The Top

4 Rolled Into One

5 Sir Galahad

6 The Land Where Good Songs Go

7 If I Ever Lost You

8 Go Little Boat

9 You Can't Make Love By Wireless

10 Bill

11 You Never Knew About Me

12 Shimmy With Me

13 Non-Stop Dancing

14 My Castle In The Air

15 The Enchanted Train

16 Anything Goes





Lied Bill in de uitvoering van PGWS-leden Karel en 

Marieke Blommestein





Jerome Kern

Guy Bolton



The Butter and Egg Man, USA 

1925, van George Kaufmann



The Play’s the Thing als: Nachtrepetitie 1949, 

Toneel op het Kasteel 1959, Het gaat om het spel 

2011

Come on, Jeeves als: Slag om de duiten, 1958

Good morning, Bill als: Dr. Smith 1932, Goeie 

morgen Bill (1933), Dr. Sally 1938, Morgen, Wim 

1940.

Money in the bank als: Geld op de bank 1974



Goeie morgen, 

Bill, 1947



mei 1932



Goeiemorgen Bill, maart 1994, met Theo de Munck, door 

Toneelkring Arti-Shock



Slag om de 

duiten, 1958



Jul. 1958



Het gaat om het 

spel, 2011



Het gaat om het 

spel, 2011

Dec. 1959



Dec. 1959

Juni 1949



Dec. 1959

2009

Bertram Fletcher

Robinson (‘Bobbles’)



Dec. 1959

2012



Dec. 1959

“Pat and Mike cross-talk act” (The Mating Season) 

door Elisa en Leonard Beuger



Dec. 1959

Jeeves en de 

liefde, 

Paushuize 2016

Jeeves – Een man 

van eer, 

Paushuize 2016



PGW arriveert 

met stiefdochter 

Leonora in 1930 

in Los Angeles 

voor zijn 

scenariowerk



Dec. 1927

1929





Ook in Nederland te zien geweest, in april 1931



Wodehouse 

wordt verward 

met Herbert 

Jenkins, de 

auteur van 

Bindle boeken



1931



1932



1937




